
Water treatment 
plants

Pharmaceuticals:
• Feces and urine
• Unconsumed compounds 

Treated effluents from 
industries and hospitals

Domestic Industrial and commercial

Sewage treatment   
plants

Animal farming

Aquaculture

Surface 
water

Sludge

Soil

Landfill

Personal care products:
• Daily wash
• Swimming

Drinking water

Bank filtration

Leaching

Effluent

Percolation

Direct discharge

Run-off

Sewerage system

Spread/
agricultural
applications

Fate of PPCPs in environment           

 Direct discharge from PPCPs source

Aquatic media

Solid media

Original source of PPCPs 

Ground 
water

Direct discharge


